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Morrie Turner, Creator of America’s FIRST Integrated Comic Strip, Comes to Los Angeles to Promote “Super Sistahs”
Los Angeles, CA July 14, 2005 -  Historical cartoonist Morrie Turner will be in Los Angeles for a rare public appearance to promote his new book, SUPER SISTAHS.  His book signing will be at Zahra’s Books and Things in Inglewood on Saturday, August 13 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.  SUPER SISTAHS, an illustrated history book, provides readers with historical information on well-known past and present African-American women who have made significant contributions in their chosen professions.  It features profiles of more than 75 African American women in all walks of life including media mogul Oprah Winfrey, law professor Anita Hill, television journalist Belva Davis, and 19th century newspaper editor Mary Ann Shad Cary.
-more-

In 1965, during the Civil Rights movement, Morrie Turner created the first nationally syndicated and racially integrated comic strip called WEE PALS to unite segregated America.  Turner paved the way for several generations of minority cartoonists, including Robb Armstrong (Jump Start comic strip) and Aaron McGruder (Boondocks comic strip).  Today more than 25 million newspaper readers still enjoy the WEE PALS comic strip syndicated by Creators Syndicate.  In 1972, Turner teamed up with legendary animators Rankin-Bass Productions to create a television cartoon series titled ‘Kid Power’ based on his strip; the series aired on ABC Television Network stations nationwide.

In 2003, the National Cartoonist Society (NCS) awarded Turner with a Lifetime Achievement Award.  Turner is the first African American given this distinctive award by the world’s largest and most prestigious organization of professional cartoonists; a milestone in American history!  The NCS Lifetime Achievement Award is among countless honorary awards and tokens of appreciation garnered from Turner’s lifelong philanthropy and artistic offerings.  The Brotherhood Award of the National Conference of Christians and Jews, B’nai B’rith Anti-Defamation League Humanitarian Award, and Lifetime Achievement Award from the California Chamber of Commerce are just a few honors rendered him. In 2004, he was bestowed the History Maker Award at the Beverly Hills Hilton Hotel.
Today the 82-year old Berkeley, CA native continues to draw the WEE PALS comic strip for over 50 publications.  He remains an active fixture in the advocacy for children’s education and human rights, and continues to mentor aspiring cartoonists.  Also, Turner is working with Heaven Sent Productions in Los Angeles on his definitive documentary film, ‘KEEPING THE FAITH WITH MORRIE’ featuring comic cartoonists Aaron McGruder and Robb Armstrong.
* Morrie Turner is available for telephone and in-person interviews.
* A Press kit w/review copy will be mailed to media and book reviewers upon request

"Super Sistahs" is available at most major bookstores and on Amazon.com (BYE Publishing, paperback, 105 pp., $14.95, ISBN 0-9656-7395-2)
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